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Happy New Year!
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Hello and Happy New Year from the Koestler team.
In this Associates newsletter we’re sharing the
materials you’ll need to enter the 2026 Koestler
Awards, along with information about recent and
upcoming exhibitions and events. 

2026 Koestler Awards

As a Koestler Associate, we hope you’ll be planning to 
enter our Awards this year if you are eligible, and to 
encourage others to enter too. Thank you so much for 
helping us to spread the word about our work, we 
really appreciate your involvement and can’t wait to 
start receiving your entries soon. 

If those you encourage to enter would like to become Associates too, they can tick the
relevant box on their entry form and will be added to our mailing list. 

Entrants can send up to five pieces of creative work to us from now until the deadline
on 17 April 2026. Each entry should be sent with a signed entry form.

Enclosed with this newsletter are:
- Guidance notes  explaining the terms and conditions of entering the Awards: what you
can enter, how to enter, our artform categories, and the Awards cycle timeline.
- Entry forms:  Each entrant can enter up to five pieces of work, in any of our artform
categories. If you don’t want to enter five pieces, you can always pass some of these
forms on to someone else to use.
- Posters:  We would be really grateful if you could help us to promote this year’s
Awards by displaying these on your wing, in your education department, or at your
probation office, and telling someone who doesn’t know about Koestler how to get
involved. This year we have created multiple posters to reflect the range of creative
work that can be entered into the Koestler Awards. 

These materials are also being sent to education departments and libraries in
establishments, so you can suggest to others who are interested in entering to get entry
forms from there, or to write to us to be sent them directly. 

Guidance notes

Entry forms:

Posters:
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Tips from 2025 Koestler Awards judges

“Be authentic in your work. Create and express what feels right to you.”
- Painting judge

“Be creative with your concept, make something that you will still appreciate in years
to come, and love making your work.”

- Ceramics judge

“Think about your audience, even if it might feel like you don’t have one.”
- Music Composition judge

“Try reading or sounding your poems out loud when writing. Do the lines flow? Is it the
best combination of words for each line? Musicality makes a huge difference.”

- Poem judge

“Try and do something from your imagination or life. Don't copy photographs.”
- Portrait judge

“Be yourself. Be bold. Remember, no one knows your story better than you.”
- Singer-Songwriter - Original judge

“After the initial putting down of words and ideas, see if you can pare them down to
give the poem more impact. Less is often more.”

- Poetry Collection judge

“Start simple and be patient with the process. Craft is as much about focus and
perseverance as it is about the final piece.”

- Craft judge

“Write about things that are important to you. The best comics are interesting to the
reader because they are interesting to the person who wrote them!”

- Graphic Novel judge

“Dig deep within and allow yourself to explore and
express the theme from all angles, from the
obvious to the obscure.”

- Themed Category judge

“Make works which give you pleasure in the
process of making them, and try to communicate
something of your own experience or your feelings
about life, your family, your friends, the people,
places and things that bring you joy, and inspire
you.”

- Printmaking judge



Through the Blue, Old Fire Station, Oxford
29 January - 14 March 2026

Old Fire Station, Oxford

We are about to open our exhibition, Through the Blue, at 
Oxford’s Old Fire Station. The exhibition features art, music 
and writing made in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire 
and Surrey, and entered into the 2025 Koestler Awards.

The exhibition has been co-curated by a group of people on 
probation in Oxford and Reading, who selected 70 works to 
be displayed during curation sessions with us.

The co-curators were drawn to intriguing works that 
resonated with their experiences and reflected their varied 
creative interests. Boundaries and thresholds loomed large in 
their recollections of prison and are depicted in many of the 
exhibited artworks: walls, doors, windows, hatches. Means of containing, but also of
seeing and moving through.

Together the exhibited artworks explore the experience of navigating a way through
obstacles and towards freedom, and both the excitement and fear that can inspire. We
also see the potential for creativity to blur and breach these boundaries through works
made to share with loved ones and to mark moments of humour and connection.
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Raindrops at the Window,
 Farmfield Hospital, Portrait

Many of the works deal with light and dark, in and
out, and the space and movement between these
states. The colour blue, prominent in the artwork
selection and exhibition design, underscores this
duality: while blue is associated with cold and
melancholy, it is also associated with sunny days. It
is the frightening, unknown depths of the ocean and
an expansive horizon, calm and full of possibility. 

Prison Ghetto,
HM Prison Huntercombe, Painting

Through the Blue,

Extinction Rebellion,
HM Prison Send, Themed Category: Wings

“Enjoy the variety in this exhibition.
Contemplate the stories behind these works.
See the hope and often the humour. Be drawn
along the journeys illustrated here. These
artists are showing you their world and their
future.”

- Exhibition Co-curator



Enclosed with our Summer 2025 Associates newsletter was a 
creative challenge set in collaboration with Justice Futures 
and Jacob Dunne, through which Associates were invited to 
feed in to Justice Futures’ project exploring what a more 
human and humane criminal justice system might look like. 

The challenge invited Associates to respond creatively to the 
prompt: ‘When have you felt most human whilst inside?’ 
We were delighted to receive many thoughtful responses in 
the form of artworks and pieces of writing, which we passed 
on to Justice Futures and Jacob Dunne.

In December, Justice Futures hosted an inspiring event at 
London’s Southbank Centre, alongside our national exhibition ‘Night Owls and
Abstractions’. A selection of Associates’ creative responses to this prompt were
displayed for the evening, and attendees were invited to read and reflect on them.
There was then a discussion, guided by Jacob Dunne and other guest speakers, and
informed by Associates’ creative responses, about how we can build and support a more
humane justice system, and how creativity can help in this.   
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To remain an Associate you need to enter the 2026 Koestler Awards. If you don’t enter,
but would like to remain an Associate, please write to us and let us know by the end of
the year. 

Please also let us know any changes to your address or contact details, so we can
ensure newsletters, certificates, feedback, prize and sales money, and returned
artwork reach you! 

For this or any other queries, you can always:

- write to us for free at: Freepost KOESTLER ARTS
- email: info@koestlerarts.org.uk
- call: 020 8740 0333

Reminder

Justice Futures event

Untitled, 
HM Prison Maghaberry, Gold Award for Mixed Media


