
Our Year at a Glance       2024/25

    

artworks submi�ed 
to our offices

In August, we 
announced the 
Koestler Awards 
results...

7,613

93%                          of participants 
received at least 1 

bespoke piece of feedback 

£31,895
awarded in 

prize money

The only awards 

scheme for people 

in custody and on 

community sentences 

across the UK

To encourage 
participation in the 
Awards, we visited      
prisons and other secure 
establishments...  
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Unlocking hope, talent and

potential in the lives of people

in the criminal justice system

It isn’t about money for me, but the joy from 

start to certificate. My talent has grown just 

like the person inside me. 

People now see the good 
in me, not my conviction.

131 prisons

77 secure hospitals

56 community se�ings (adults)

34 secure children’s homes, YOIs & YJSs*

4 immigration removal centres

309
establishments

Where did the 
art come from?

men, women & 
young people took part

in the Awards

3,666

art world experts 83
— 15% of whom have lived 

experience of prison — joined us 
to select award-winners in 

53 categories 

13%

13%

18%

14%

4%

28%

7%

Awards

*Young Offender Institutions & Youth Justice Services
— Koestler Awards entrant

3%

We kicked off 2024 with 

the move to the new 

Koestler Arts Centre

Koestler Awards
Koestler Awards

2,435

MentoringMentoring

For every £1 donated, we spent: 

84p on charitable
activities

     12p invested in 

        fundraising

    on 
prize money 

for beneficiaries

3p 

Awards Entrants Awards Entrants 

97% reported increased 
self-confidence* 

64% improved education 
performance, and 69% 

developed be�er relations 
with family and staff* 

 

ALMOST HOME

North East exhibition at 
BALTIC in Gateshead, 

curated by women from 
HMP and YOI Low Newton

Support for 
prison-leavers to 

continue their 
arts practice

£907,000                                          raised from public sector, 
trusts and foundations, individual donors 
and corporate supporters. 

Mentoring Participants 

90% reported a 
positive impact on their 

mental health*

85% had desisted from 
reoffending 6 months 

a�er the scheme 

                       people recently released from   
prison completed our arts mentoring 

programme, bringing the total 
mentoring alumni to    
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250+

         on 
governance costs

1p 

ShowcasingShowcasing

(we raised £13 
for every £1 we spent)

We provided 
people in custody 
and in the 
community with 
recognition 
and inspiration...

*As self-reported in our 2024 annual survey.

           mentoring alumni 
commissioned to produce 

creative resources for 
people in prison
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NO COMMENT 

Our         show at the 
Southbank Centre, 

curated by John Costi
and Jeremy Deller 

17th

Voices from Prison, our annual 
event celebrating music, poetry, 

and performance, held at Rich Mix, 
London

Financial ReviewFinancial Review

Over                                      saved through 

partnerships. A small dedicated team 

of 12.8 FTE. 

Volunteers contributed                           hours 

to mentoring, feedback, artwork processing, 

and more.   

£201,000

1,940+

Exhibitions, events and 

publications, to share our 

beneficiaries’ talents 

with the public

— Koestler Arts exhibition visitor

Events & Exhibitions 

44,000+ visitors to 
our exhibitions, art fair 

stalls & events

177 guests a�ended our 
Prison Art Tutor Seminar 

and Family Days

Thank you for giving everyone 

a voice. This helps humanise 

prisoners’ experiences

and ensure they are 
seen as people.


