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Koestler Associates Newsletter – January 2025 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
Hello and Happy New Year from all of us at Koestler Arts. In this Associates newsletter we’re 
sharing the information and paperwork you’ll need to enter the 2025 Koestler Awards, along 
with some creative inspiration for your work and the announcement of the curator of our 2025 
national exhibition! Our latest Art Aid sheet is also enclosed, which features a reflective 
writing task set by Koestler Arts mentee Darren.  
 
 

2025 Koestler Awards 
 
As a Koestler Associate, we hope you’ll be planning to enter our Awards this year and to 
encourage others to do so. Thank you so much for helping us spread the word about our work, 
we really appreciate your continued involvement, and can’t wait to start receiving your entries 
in the coming months!    
 
If those you encourage to enter would like to become Associates too, they can tick the 
relevant box on their entry form and will be added to our mailing list. 
 
Entrants can send visual artwork, writing and music to us from now until the deadline on  
Friday 11 April 2025. It is important that every entry is sent with a completed entry form that 
has been signed by a member of establishment or probation staff.  
 
Enclosed with this newsletter are: 
- Guidance notes explaining the terms and conditions of entering the Awards: what you can 
enter, how to enter, our artform categories, and the Awards cycle timeline. 
- Entry forms: Each entrant can enter up to five pieces of work, in any of our artform 
categories. If you don’t want to enter five pieces, you can always pass some of these forms on 
to someone else to use. 
- Posters: We would be really grateful if you could help us to promote this year’s Awards by 
displaying these on your wing, in your education department, or at your probation office, and 
telling someone who doesn’t know about Koestler how to get involved.  
 
These materials are also being sent to education departments and libraries in establishments, 
so you can suggest to others who are interested in entering to get entry forms from there, or 
to write to us to be sent them directly.  
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2025 Awards Categories  
 
The Koestler Awards has 52 artform categories including sculpture, drawing, poem, stage play, 
choral music and spoken word, to which you can enter work on any theme or subject.  
 
We are excited to introduce a new artform category this year – 
mosaic – launched in collaboration with Tiger’s Eye Mosaic 
Studio.  
 
A mosaic is a pattern or image made of small pieces of hard 
material placed next to each other, not overlapping. 
Traditionally they are made from pieces of stone, glass, or 
ceramic, but you may also use found or recycled materials such 
as dried pasta, pieces of plastic, or coloured paper.  
 

 
 
 

2025 National Exhibition  
 
We’re delighted that we’ll be holding our annual national 
exhibition at London’s Southbank Centre again this autumn.  
Each year, we invite different people from the arts or criminal 
justice sectors to curate our national exhibition, and for 2025  
we have invited award winning poet, playwright and curator, 
Inua Ellams. 
 
Inua was born in Nigeria and is now based in London. His work 
often mixes the old and traditional with the contemporary,  
and explores themes of identity, displacement and destiny.  
 
Inua’s poetry is widely published and he has performed it 
internationally. He has also founded several live literature  
events to put poetry centre stage.  
 
Plays written by Inua have been performed at the Edinburgh 
International Festival, the National Theatre and by the Royal  
Shakespeare Company. They include his reworking of Anton 
Chekhov’s Three Sisters (2020), and Barber Shop Chronicles 
(2017), a play set in black barber shops in six different cities 
on one day, which explores the African diaspora in the UK, 
masculinity, homosexuality and religion.  

 

 

How Green is My Valley, 
Caswell Clinic, Craft, 2021 

Fate Would Have It So, HM Prison Wandsworth, 

Themed Category: Window, 2020 

We also have a themed category each year,  
to which you can submit work in any artform that relates to that 
year’s theme.  
 
For 2025, our themed category is wings. We hope to see a variety of 
personal and creative interpretations of the theme and what it means 
to you, if you choose to enter this category. 
 

Inua Ellams at our exhibition,  
No Comment, Southbank Centre, 

2024  
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Judges Tips 
 
Below are some tips from 2024 Koestler Awards judges, to bear in mind while working on or 
choosing your entries for this year’s Awards!  

 

 
 

Reminder 
 
To remain an Associate you need to enter the 2025 Koestler Awards. If you don’t enter, but 
would like to remain an Associate, please write to us and let us know by the end of the year. 
Please also let us know any changes to your address or contact details, so we can ensure 
newsletters, certificates, feedback, prize and sales money, and returned artwork reach you! 
For this or any other queries, you can always: 

- write to us for free at: FREEPOST Koestler Arts 
- email: info@koestlerarts.org.uk 

- call: 020 8740 0333 

“Be ambitious. Never be afraid to write what inspires you.  
Be funny and provide the reader with something unique and  
thought-provoking.” – Alex Cannon, Stage Play judge 
 
“Do the art you want to make, rather than trying to fit into a  
category. Have fun and be yourself.” – Lorna Hamilton-Brown,  
Textile Art judge 
 
“Embrace your creativity. Try new things. Enjoy your work  
and be confident.” – Terence Lambert, Drawing judge 

Tell Ma I’m OK, HM Prison Risley, Commended Award for  
Handmade Greetings Card 

My Best Work, HM Young Offender 
Centre Hydebank Wood, Gold Award 

for Painting 

My Two Fabulous Sisters, 
HM Prison Wandsworth,  
Gold Award for Drawing 

Punk Bird, Colnbrook 
Immigration Removal Centre, 
Silver Award for Sculpture 

“Take your time making pictures. Use photography to tell a story, 
to say something. You have something important to say.”  
– Andy Aitchison, Photography judge 
 
“Don’t be afraid to experiment with form and content. Try writing 
about something unexpected and try different poetic forms.”  
– Khairani Barokka, Poem judge 
 

“Distinctive styles and personality stand out more than recording 
quality or technical excellence.” – Alex Green, Cover Version judge 
 
“Try to have fun and experiment. The pieces that often stand out 
the most are playful and take risks.” – Paige Diedrick-Edwards, 
Watercolour and Gouache judge 
 

“Think about making something that has  
   never been seen before, something  

   completely particular to you.”  
   – Alice O’Reilly, Mixed Media judge 

 

“Go for it! You have everything to  
gain. Have fun and be inspired.”  
– Andrew Wright, Matchstick Model judge 
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Unusual Materials 
 
We know it can be challenging to access traditional arts materials, so wanted to share 
examples of past Koestler Awards entries that were made from modest, surprising or unusual 
materials. Our team and Awards judges are amazed every year at entrants’ ingenuity and 
resourcefulness. Maybe these works will inspire more unexpected pieces in 2025!  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Wooden Fish, HM Young Offender Centre 
Hydebank Wood, Highly Commended 

Award for Sculpture, 2016 (wood, washer) 

 

Am I Laughing, Or Am I Screaming 
Inside?, HM Prison Lewes, Mixed Media, 
2017 (coffee) 

 

Bag of Chips, HM Prison Send, 
Bronze Award for Fashion, 
2024 (paint chips) 

 

Don’t Look Back in Anger, HM Prison Peterborough, Gold Award for  
Mixed Media, 2017 (paper collage) 

 
Rodney the Red Kneed Tarantula,  
HM Prison Stafford, Outstanding 
Debut Award for Sculpture, 2024 
(matchsticks, papier-mâché, hair)  

 

Celebrate Our Differences,  
HM Prison Full Sutton, Mixed Media, 

2020 (rice, seeds) 

 

Eastwood Park Zoo (1 of 12), HM 
Prison Eastwood Park, Commended 
Award for Craft, 2017 (soap) 

 

Cell, Prisoners 
Abroad, 

Platinum Award 
for drawing, 

2016 (biro) 

 

First Hour, HM Prison Littlehey,  
Gold Award for Recycling or Paper 

Mache, 2013 (chicken bones) 

Fruits of My Labour, HM Grendon, 
Commended Award for Sculpture,  
2016 (bread) 


