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Koestler Associates Newsletter Autumn 2024  

 
 

Season’s Greetings 
 
Hello from the Koestler team! We hope you’re 
keeping well and want to thank you for your 
involvement with us this year.  
 
In this newsletter we’re sharing some top 
winners from this year’s Koestler Awards and 
information about our current and upcoming 
exhibitions. Our latest Art Aid sheet is 
enclosed, which features a drawing task set 
by Koestler Award winner, exhibited artist 
and mentee, Paul.  
 
Unsold visual artwork from this year will be returned to you by April 2025, and guidance notes 
and entry forms for the 2025 Koestler Awards will be sent to you in January. We’ll be 
accepting entries from 2 January – 11 April, and look forward to seeing more of your wonderful 
creative work!  
 
Best wishes for the new year from all of us at Koestler Arts. 
 
 

Reminder 

 
Please note that to remain an Associate you must enter the 2025 Koestler Awards. If you are 
not going to enter but would like to remain an Associate, please write to us and let us know 
before the end of 2025.  
 
Please also let us know changes to your address or contact details, so we can ensure future 
newsletters, certificates, feedback, Awards and sales money, and returned artwork reach you!  
For this or any other queries, you can always: 
 
- write to us for free at: FREEPOST Koestler Arts  
- email: info@koestlerarts.org.uk 
- call: 020 8740 0333 
 

 
 
 
 

A Year of Stitches (Detail), HM Prison Bronzefield, 
Commended Award for Themed Category: From Now On 
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2024 Platinum Award Winners 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Largs Old Glen Road, HM Prison Barlinnie, Platinum 
Award for Watercolour and Gouache 

 

Figures, Figures Big and Small, Hours and 
Hours You Will Never See Them All, HM Prison 
Long Lartin, Platinum Award for Mixed Media 

Aubergine, HM Young 
Offender Institution Cookham 
Wood, Ariane Bankes 
Platinum Award for Painting 

 

Beaten Me To It, HM Prison 
Usk, Hugh Casson Platinum 

Award for Drawing 

 

Kim, HM Prison Shotts, Department of Law and Criminology at 
Royal Holloway University of London Platinum Award for Portrait 

 

Judged, HM Prison Dovegate, 
Space Station Sixty-Five Platinum  
Award for Ceramics 

 
Charity Christmas Cards,  
HM Prison Long Lartin, 
Platinum Award for Handmade 
Greetings Card (2 of 4) 

Fly Fishing, HM Prison Manchester, 
Platinum Award for Matchstick Model 

Here On Out, HM Prison Bronzefield, 
Platinum Award for Beauty 
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The World in His Hands,  
HM Prison Oakwood, Jeremiah 
Peters Platinum Award for 
Sculpture 

Sisterhood Rising, HM Prison & Young Offender Institution 
Low Newton, Spring Platinum Award for Calligraphy 

Coat of Cards, HM Prison Brixton, Artists’ 
Collecting Society Platinum Award for Fashion 

Climate Change, HM Prison Glenochil,  
Platinum Award for Woodcraft 

A guy I knew at uni is on the radio — 
 
He’s translated Crime and Punishment — 
and a guy I was mates with at school 
is the pens expert on Antiques Roadshow 
and a third guy I knew is a Tory MP — 
and yes of course they were all pricks 
even back then 
but that’s not the point exactly is it? 
 
There isn’t really any point — 
except maybe that last week 
my colonoscopy result 
was reported as reassuringly normal. 

 
A Guy I Knew at Uni is on the Radio -, HM Prison 
Isle of Wight (Parkhurst), Richard F. Taylor 
Platinum Award for Poem 

House by the River, Arbury Court, 
Platinum Award for Mixed Media 

From Now On Change Has 
Come, HM Prison Full Sutton,  
Platinum Award for Themed 

Category: From Now On 

Message in a Bottle 1, HM Prison Dovegate, 
Platinum Award for Craft 
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No Comment, Southbank Centre, London 
1 November – 15 December 2024 
 
No Comment is our seventeenth annual national 
exhibition at London’s Southbank Centre. The 
exhibition was curated by artists Jeremy Deller and 
John Costi, both of whom have long-standing 
relationships with Koestler Arts. Jeremy, a Turner  
Prize winner, has volunteered as a Koestler Awards 
judge for over 15 years, and John entered the  
Koestler Awards from Feltham in 2008, before 
becoming a mentee, arts worker, Awards judge, and 
now exhibition curator.  
 
The pair invited six other creatives to help them make their exhibition selection: artists Abbas 
Zahedi, Larry Achiampong and Johnny Banger, curator Aindrea Emelife, DJ Zakia Sewell, and 
Director of the British Museum Dr Nicholas Cullinan OBE. Each brought their unique viewpoint 
to the selection process, and together they chose around 250 works to be displayed.  

The exhibition design reflects Jeremy and John’s involvement with Koestler Arts and work in 
the criminal justice sector. The exhibition begins with artworks about life in prison and the 
experience of not having a voice. These are followed by works that celebrate art classes and 
education, and the experience of discovering creativity. Here, visitors can read about John’s 
own experience of attending art class in prison and the impact this had on him. The final 
section of the gallery is filled with works that reflect the freedom of expression that comes 
with engaging with the arts, and celebrate the boundlessness of the imagination.  
 
In the middle of the gallery are a map of 
the UK with secure establishments marked 
on it, a counter showing the UK prison 
population, which is updated each week, 
and a tower of cardboard boxes received 
by us earlier this year with Awards entries 
inside. These installations indicate to 
visitors the true scale of people involved 
with the criminal justice system and of 
the wider Koestler Awards, beyond this 
small selection of exhibited works.  
 
No Comment has already attracted thousands of visitors, and lots of praise! 
“As always, incredibly inspiring. Favourite exhibition of the year.” 
“Really enjoyed looking at some amazing artwork. Challenging, interesting and full of skill.” 

- Exhibition visitors 
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Portrait Challenge 

 
In the summer, we invited Koestler Associates to create portraits of the No Comment curators 
and their guests: Jeremy, John, Abbas, Larry, Johnny, Aindrea, Zakia and Nicholas. We were 
delighted with the response, receiving almost 300 portraits made in a variety of mediums and 
styles, and each full of character.  
 
40 of these portraits were chosen for display at the entrance of No Comment, as a way of 
introducing the curators and their guests, celebrating their involvement in the exhibition, and 
showcasing your talent.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We received many more portraits than we were able to display in the exhibition, so wanted to 
showcase more of our favourites in this newsletter. Thank you for taking part in the project! 

Associates’ portraits on display at No Comment 

Johnny Banger, John Costi and Jeremy Deller 

admiring portraits at the opening of No Comment 
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Almost Home, Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead 
19 February – 4 May 2025 
 
Our next exhibition will be Almost Home, a showcase 
of 70 pieces of art, music and writing entered into the 
2024 Koestler Awards from the North East of England.  
 
The exhibition has been co-curated by a group of six 
women at HM Prison & Young Offender Institution Low 
Newton, who spent a week considering more than 250 
works entered from the region this year and choosing 
the selection to be displayed, along with the themes 
and title of the exhibition.  
 
The selected works reflect the women’s viewpoint, 
looking outwards and forwards towards freedom and 
home. Many works represent movement and journeys – some difficult, but all hopeful. Other 
works depict rural landscapes, city skylines, places of worship, comfort food, community, and 
pets, in recognition of the various things ‘home’ can mean to different people.  
 
We asked the co-curating group to reflect on their experience putting the selection together: 
 
“I have enjoyed and I am truly grateful for the incredible opportunity to have helped co-curate 
Koestler Arts’ exhibition. Looking through the entries was the most exciting part of the process 
for me and an absolute joy. I have enjoyed being inspired by the amazing artworks, meeting 
new people, working with Koestler Arts and other professionals. It has been an unexpected and 
wonderful experience from a dark environment like prison.  
 

  
The amazing creativity and originality of the artworks really stood out from every single piece, 
and the artists’ energy.  
 
I hope the visitors feel a connection with the artworks 
and with the emotions and experiences conveyed by 
the entrants. Art is alive. It has a soul and carries 
energy. Each piece is a reflection of what the artist 
holds inside of them, in their heart and mind.  
 
I hope the visitors can feel that wonderful creative 
energy.”  
                                             - Exhibition co-curator 
 

 

The Angel, HM Prison & Young Offender 
Institution Low Newton, Sculpture 

Ouseburn River, Northgate Hospital, Drawing 

From Now On I’m Free to Ride,  
HM Prison Northumberland,  

Themed Category: From Now On 

We started by picking just one piece of artwork 
each and discussed that piece in pairs, then we 
spoke to the whole group. This task encouraged 
more thought and discussion about what emotions 
the work stirred in us or what energy it brought. 
From here we continued to build the selection in 
small incremental steps, discussing in depth along 
the way until themes started to emerge: themes 
such as being anchored to one’s faith, journey, 
flight, travel, a new start, family, friends, home 
life, loved ones, being free, the outside.  

 


