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Koestler Associates Newsletter – Summer 2024 

 

 

Hello from the Koestler Team!  
 

We hope you’re keeping well. We’ve spent the last few busy 
months logging in almost 7500 entries to the 2024 Koestler 
Awards, welcoming more than 80 judges to the Koestler Arts 
Centre, and planning two exciting upcoming exhibitions.  
 

In this newsletter we’re sharing insights from behind the scenes 
of the 2024 Awards judging and curating processes, as well as 
the timeline for the rest of this year’s Awards cycle and 
information to allow you to start planning entries to our 2025 
Awards.   
 

 

2024 Koestler Awards 
 

Timeline  
 

Thank you to everyone who entered this year’s Koestler Awards! We were delighted to receive 
so many wonderful works and our team and judges have loved seeing, reading and listening to 
them. Below are the key dates for the rest of this year’s Awards cycle. 

 

Judging 

 

Each year, we invite specialist judges from across the creative world to look at, listen to and 
read entries to the Koestler Awards, assign Awards and write feedback to entrants. Below are 
some of this year’s judges and reflections on the work they’ve seen.  
 

 

 

30 August 2024: Awards results announced on Koestler Arts website 
 

31 October 2024: Certificates, feedback and prize money sent to entrants 
 

February 2025: Sales cheques sent to entrants 
 

By end of April 2025: Unsold visual artwork returned to entrants 
 

Terence Lambert, Nami Ralph and  
LJ Flanders, Drawing judges 

“I’m honoured to have been able to view such a 
range of exciting work and to have a hand in 
encouraging the artists to continue in their 
practice.”  

– Paige Diedrick-Edwards, 
Watercolour and Gouache judge 

“It’s inspiring to see creativity in everyone and in 
such unexpected places.”  

– Elizabeth Ferguson, 
Mural and Wall Hanging judge 
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“I’m always amazed by the talent 
on show, which proves that with a 
little guidance people can produce 
amazing work. Given access to the 
right teaching, encouragement, 
materials and ideas, anything is 
possible.”  
– Deb Rindl, Handmade Book judge 

Ashaine White, Singer-
Songwriter – Original judge 

Deb Rindl and Mike Abrahams, 
Handmade Book judges 

Sasha Morse and Louise 
Shelley, Arts Project judges 

“Each Award-winning piece had individuality that showed the 
artist’s mind and heart in a particular way only poetry can. 
They were all striking and made me reread them—whether for 
off-kilter humour or considered, remarkable poetic form.”  

- Khairani Barokka, Poem judge 

 

Ella Woodcock and Kim Coleman, 
Sculpture judges 

Charlotte Cullinan, 
Jeanine Richards and 
Jenny Eclair, Painting 
judges 

Owen Clarke, Richard 
Sen and Alexis Taylor, 
Computer Generated 
Music judges  

“The Award-winning pieces could not have been 
more different to one another, but they all showed a 
clear love for the medium. I didn’t want them to 
end. I was blown away by the range and skill.”  

– Kate Holland, Radio and Podcast Production judge 

 

Marcia Bennett Male and Rose Sinclair, 
Needlecraft judges 

“Art can change your life in a way that nothing else 
can. You can lose yourself in stitching or drawing or 
knitting or crochet or ceramics. It allows you to find 
yourself and tell stories and rewrite the story of 
who you want to be.”  

– Rose Sinclair, Needlecraft judge 
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Exhibitions  
 

We’re delighted to be able to share information about our upcoming exhibitions. Those whose 
work is selected for display will be notified directly before the exhibitions open. 
 

No Comment, Southbank Centre, London, 1 November – 15 December 2024 

 

No Comment, Koestler Arts’ 17th annual national exhibition to be held at London’s Southbank 
Centre, will feature around 200 pieces of visual art, audio and writing entered into the 2024 
Koestler Awards from criminal justice settings around the UK and British prisoners abroad. 
 

Artists Jeremy Deller and John Costi curated the exhibition and 
invited six renowned figures from different creative spheres to 
help them select the works to be displayed. These were artists 
Abbas Zahedi and Larry Achiampong, curator and art historian 
Andrea Emelife, activist and founder of Sports Banger Collective 
Jonny Banger, Director of the British Museum Dr Nicholas 
Cullinan OBE, and broadcaster Zakia Sewell. 
 

Jeremy is a Turner Prize winning artist and longstanding 
supporter of Koestler Arts, having been a Koestler Awards judge 
for the past 15 years. John discovered Koestler Arts while 
serving a sentence at HMYOI Feltham, and has since been a 
Koestler Award winner, mentee, member of staff, Awards judge, and now exhibition curator. 
He credits Koestler Arts as having encouraged him to pursue art while in prison. Both artists 
have a collaborative artistic practice, which inspired the decision to invite other creatives to 
contribute to the process of selecting works, introducing additional perspectives. 
 

“It’s an amazing experience. As someone who started their art journey as a Koestler entrant, 
working with an artist I admire like Jeremy, I don’t even know how to describe how I feel.  
I think we’re a good duo because we come from such different viewpoints and understandings 
about what the system’s like. Maybe I’m seeing it from behind the door, and Jeremy’s seeing it 
from in front of the door. And that’s what we want to give in this show, a bit of both, because 

this is for the public and for people inside as well.”                                               – John Costi 

 

The exhibition title No Comment was inspired by discussions about the lack of opportunities 
for people in secure settings to share their voice and opinions. The exhibition provides that 
platform and the curators wanted to ‘let the art speak for itself’, showing the range of topics 
and interests of people in secure settings. The exhibited works explore a range of themes 
including humour, sadness, honesty, and political commentary.  
 

BALTIC, Newcastle, Spring 2025 

 

Next Spring we will be showcasing a selection of work entered  
into the 2024 Koestler Awards from the North East of England at  
an exhibition at Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art in Newcastle. 
 

Housed in a converted flour mill on the bank of the River Tyne, 
Baltic hosts a diverse programme of international contemporary  
art exhibitions across its six floors. Baltic’s exhibitions are always 
free to visit and the gallery prides itself on being inclusive, 
accessible and engaged with local communities. 
 

We held Koestler exhibitions at Baltic in 2013 and 2016 and are 
very much looking forward to returning in 2025! We’ll be sharing 
more about our plans for the exhibition with you later in the year. 

Jeremy and John curating 
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2025 Koestler Awards 

 

Timeline 

 

We’re hoping those of you who are eligible will be looking forward to entering the 2025 
Koestler Awards. Remember you are still able to enter if you have left prison and are on 
probation. Below are the key dates you need to know for next year: 

 

Themed Category 

 

We’re excited to announce that the themed category for the 2025 Koestler Awards will be… 

 

WINGS 

 

We often ask different groups to come up with ideas for the themed category. This time we 
asked prison art tutors, and we loved this suggestion. Enclosed with this newsletter is a 
booklet with tips on how to develop an entry for this themed category and images of past 
Koestler artworks that relate to ‘wings’, which we hope will inspire you. 
 

Work made in any artform - visual, written or performed - can be entered into the themed 
category. We are always amazed to see the huge range of work the category inspires, and the 
variety of ways our themes are interpreted by different entrants. We are interested in 
personal and creative interpretations of the theme and what it means to you, so try to think 
outside the box. We can’t wait to see what you come up with!  
 

But remember! …As always, our themed category will be just one of 52 categories in 2025 – 
the others all being different artforms such as drawing, poem, choral music, and spoken word, 
to which you can enter work on any subject or theme. Full guidance notes on how to enter the 
2025 Awards will be sent out in January.  
 

 

Reminder 
 

Please let us know any changes to your address or contact details, so we can ensure future 
newsletters, certificates, feedback, prize and sales money, and returned artwork reach you!  
 

For this or any other queries, you can always:  
 

- write to us for free at: FREEPOST Koestler Arts  
- email: info@koestlerarts.org.uk  
- call: 020 8740 0333 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2025: Entry forms and guidance notes sent to establishments 
and Koestler Associates 

 

11 April 2025: Deadline for 2025 Awards entries 
 

Small Sunset, Colnbrook Immigration Removal Centre, Painting 
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More Ways to Get Involved 

 

If you would like to become a Koestler Associate, receive new Art Aid sheets each month, 
and/or be sent an Arts Mentoring application form, please tick the relevant box(es) on the slip 
overleaf and return it to us in the Freepost envelope provided.  
 

Associates 
 

Koestler Associates are entrants who would like more regular communication from us and to 
help spread the word about our work. Associates receive seasonal newsletters (like this one!) 
with information about events and exhibitions, insight from judges, curators, and entrants who 
have gone on to achieve in the arts after prison, and creative inspiration, activities and 
opportunities.  
 

Associates are also directly sent Awards entry forms, guidance notes and posters at the start of 
every year, when we ask that they help us to promote the Koestler Awards within their 
establishments. They might stick posters up around their wing or education department, 
encourage others to enter the Awards, or help someone fill out an entry form.  
 

Art Aid 

 

We produce monthly Art Aid activity sheets featuring creative tasks set by people who have 
engaged with Koestler Arts and information about their experience of creativity and the 
criminal justice system. These sheets are intended to provide creative inspiration, and the 
tasks can always be done in cell with just a pencil and paper. 
 

Each month new sheets are published on our website and distributed to establishment staff 
and Koestler entrants who sign up to receive them. The latest Art Aid is enclosed with this 
newsletter and features a task set by a former Koestler Award winner and exhibited artist.  
We hope you will enjoy giving it a go!  
 

Arts Mentoring 

 

Since 2007 we have run the Koestler Arts Mentoring Scheme to support individuals who have 
been in prison to continue developing their creative work in the community. Successful 
applicants are matched with experienced local arts professionals – artists, writers, musicians 
and craftspeople – who have been specially trained by us to be Koestler mentors. Mentees and 
mentors meet 7-10 times over a 12 month period, where together they identify and work 
towards the mentee’s goals. These might include applying to a course, building up a portfolio 
of work, or developing techniques.  
 

Mentees also maintain regular contact with us at Koestler and we offer them support and 
creative opportunities, for example to produce the content for our Art Aid sheets. A leaflet 
with more information on the scheme and how to apply is enclosed with this newsletter.  
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Name:  
 

Prison Number (if applicable): 
 

Current Address:  
 

 

 

 

Tick here to become a Koestler Associate ☐ 

 

Tick here to be sent new Art Aid sheets every month ☐ 

 

Tick here to be sent an application form for the Koestler Arts Mentoring Scheme ☐ 

 


