
 

 

2024 Koestler Awards Judges 

 

Our judges play a vital part in maintaining the impact and prestige of the Koestler 

Awards. By using their expertise to select award-winning artworks from over 7,000 

entries, the judges help recognise and reward the skill, effort, and ambition of 

people in the UK’s criminal justice system.  

Entries are judged by over 100 experts from different fields. Over the years, 

judges have included Turner Prize-winning artist Jeremy Deller, Poet Laureate 

Carol Ann Duffy, representatives from the Victoria & Albert Museum, the British 

Council, the National Theatre, the British Film Institute, Louise Galvin, Speech 

Debelle, Louis Theroux, and Hot Chip.  

We are very grateful to the judges who have given awards and feedback to 

Koestler Awards entrants, and the many more people who have volunteered to help 

compile shortlists and give written feedback.  

We are delighted to introduce our 2024 Koestler Award judging panel, including 

Rich Miller, LJ Flanders, Inua Ellams, Jenny Eclair, and Hot Chip. See the full list of 

2024 judges below. 

 

Themed Category: From Now On 

Misan Harriman is a photographer, entrepreneur, social activist, and the first black person 
to shoot the cover of British Vogue’s September issue. In July 2021 he was appointed Chair 
of the Southbank Centre. His commissions include royal, private and high-profile 
portraiture as well as reportage documenting behind the scenes at major awards, music 
festivals and film sets. His work has appeared in Vanity Fair, Harpers Bazaar, People 
Magazine and The Telegraph. In 2023, Misan was awarded an honorary Doctorate from 
Ravensbourne University. 
 



Kandace Siobhan Walker 
Kandace Siobhan Walker is a writer and artist. She is the author of two books of poetry, 
Kaleido (Bad Betty Press, 2022) and Cowboy (Cheerio, 2023). Her work has appeared in 
The Poetry Review, Magma and Bad Lilies, among other publications. She is represented 
by Abi Fellows at DHH Literary Agency. 

 

Arts Project 

Sasha Morse is a curator and researcher based in London. She works at Art on the 
Underground, Transport for London’s contemporary art programme that works with artists 
to create artworks and public programmes for London Underground and its surrounding 
communities. Sasha is committed to navigating the relationship between art and social 
change, and how we hold difficult pasts and hopeful futures in tension through creativity, 
connection and collaboration. She is also a PhD researcher at Birkbeck, University of 
London where her research centres around the histories of photography and decolonising 
feminist art history and visual culture.  

 
Louise Shelley is a London based Curator who works at Art on the Underground, the art 
team within Transport for London.  She is also an Associate Lecturer on the BA Fine Art 
programme and MRes Exhibition Studies course at Central Saint Martins art school in 
London. Collaboration and the politics and possibilities of this are central to her work, to 
find ways to speak to our contemporary moment - how art practices can be acts of 
protest, care and liberation in community with others. 

 

Flash Fiction and Short Story 

Charlotte is a Koestler Award winner, published writer, and former mentee. She recently 
worked with Koestler Arts on a Radio 4 charity appeal. She is developing a podcast relating 
to time inside and out. She writes short stories, longer fiction and script writing. She loves 
animals, music, nature, reading and writing, fitness, the arts and DIY. Arts in criminal 
justice settings are vital and writing can be a deeply impactful way of connecting to 
yourself and emptying a busy mind. 

 
Jane Corry is a novelist and trained journalist. She was a writer in residence at Springhill 
and Grendon Underwood. Jane has written over 20 novels. Her last six novels for Penguin 
have all been in the top 10 of the Sunday Times. Her new Penguin novel I Died on a Tuesday 
is out now. Jane is a former Royal Literary Fund fellow at Exeter University and has taught 
creative writing at Oxford University. When not writing, Jane likes to spend time with her 
family and swim in the sea. 

 

Longer Fiction and Novel 

As editorial director of Hutchinson and Random House UK for many years, Anthony 
Whittome published work by a range of well-known authors of fiction, non-fiction and 
poetry. 

 

Non-Fiction, Blog, Essay, Article and Review 

After serving a 20-year sentence for armed robbery, Michael Holland completed a BA in 
Media & Communication from the University of Greenwich. Since 2000, he has been the Arts 
Correspondent on a local paper. Michael has written plays that have been performed around 
London and a book on Victorian and Georgian postcards. He has taught at Goldsmiths 



University, in the NHS, the British Army, community centres and prisons. He has made 
documentaries about Southeast London. 

 
Chelsea McDonagh is a senior researcher, Irish Traveller and writer. She speaks on a range 
of issues affecting Gypsy and Traveller people including education, health, policy and 
politics. Chelsea is one of the founders of the Rom Belong programme, a KCL Widening 
Participation programme for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pupils and is passionate about 
improving opportunities for young people. She is part of Writing into Culture which is a group 
of Romany and Traveller women developing their writing craft and supporting others to 
share their stories.  
 

Life Story 

Lisa Selby is an artist and Senior Lecturer in Fine Art and Film at Nottingham Trent 
University. She directed the 2023 BAFTA Nominated Feature Film ‘Blue Bag Life’. This film 
is the story of love, motherhood and addiction. Lisa runs @bluebaglife, an Instagram space 
and community for shared stories about drug and drink addiction, mental health and love. 
Some of her key works and solo exhibitions include Wing, Hong Kong and Outpost Gallery, 
Norwich; 'Constraint Restraint' at the National Justice Museum; a contribution to Prison: A 
Survival Guide (Penguin Books); and the TEDx talk ‘Prison and Addiction: the undoing of 
shame’.  
 
Kwajo Tweneboa, a 25-year-old activist from south London, uses social media to give a 
voice to social housing tenants and expose the derelict living conditions that many are 
forced to endure. After publicly shaming his housing association into carrying out repairs on 
his family’s flat after a year of inaction, Kwajo has travelled the country putting pressure 
on politicians and social housing providers to improve living standards.  

 

Braille 

International recognised blind artist Clarke Reynolds is a visual artist using the Braille cell 
as his artistic inspiration. His unique take on Braille is pushing the boundaries of a tactile 
language that is celebrating its 200th birthday this year. Clarke’s work demands that you 
MUST touch the art. Represented by Grove Gallery, his art has gained acclaimed recognition 
with multiple solo shows in London, TV appearances, and newspaper and radio features. 
Clarke goes into schools and teaches Braille through art. A patron of the sight loss charity 
VICTA, he inspires the next generation of VIPs to be creatives of the future. In 2023, Clarke 
completed the London marathon. Clarke is a finalist in the National Diversity Awards for 
Positive Disability Role Model of the Year. 

 

Poem 

Khairani Barokka is a writer and artist, who was shortlisted for the 2023 Asian Women of 
Achievement Awards. Okka’s work has been presented widely internationally, and among 
her honours, she has been a Delfina Foundation Associate Artist, an Artforum Must-See, and 
Associate Artist at the UK’s National Centre for Writing. Her latest book is 2024’s amuk (Nine 
Arches). 
 
Born in Nigeria, Inua Ellams is an award winning poet, playwright & curator. Identity, 
Displacement & Destiny are reoccurring themes in his work in which he mixes the old with 
the new, traditional with the contemporary. His books are published by Flipped Eye, 
Akashic, Nine Arches, Penned In The Margins, Oberon & Methuen. 



Fathima Zahra is an Indian poet and performer based in London. She is an alum of the 
Roundhouse Poetry Collective and Barbican Young Poets. Her poems have won the Bridport 
Prize, Asia House Poetry Slam and Wells Fest Young Poets Prize. Her debut pamphlet 
sargam/swargam was Poetry Book Society pamphlet choice.  

 

Poetry Collection 

Dalton Harrison is a dyslexic trans man with a history of prison. He has just finished a 
criminal justice and criminology BA. Dalton has had his poetry changed into art, music and 
contemporary dance. He has collaborated internationally and worked as a consultant for 
theatre and television. His debut poetry collection The Boy Behind The Wall.  
 
After winning the Bronte poetry prize, Diane Pacitti was Poet in Residence in Bradford, 
producing her collection Dark Angelic Mills.  Guantanamo, a collaboration with her artist 
husband Antonio Pacitti, was praised by Harold Pinter. Other work includes an Italo-Scots 
novel, poems about social justice, migration and ecology, and contributions to Vala, the 
William Blake Society journal. 

 

Anthology 

Rishi Dastidar has dual careers as a copywriter and poet. In the former, he has written for 
a wide variety of brands including Sky, Barclays, and O2, and served twice as a jury member 
for the D&AD Awards. His poetry has been published by the BBC, Financial Times and New 
Scientist amongst many others. His third collection Neptune’s Projects is published in the 
UK by Nine Arches Press. He also reviews poetry for The Guardian, and is chair of 
international contemporary writing magazine Wasafiri. 

 

Stage Play 

Hassan Abdulrazzak is an award-winning playwright. His play The Special Relationship was 
produced by Synergy Theatre at Soho Theatre. 
 
Esther Baker is the Artistic Director and co-founder of Synergy Theatre Project. She has 
directed productions in prisons and mainstream theatres including critically acclaimed plays 
at Soho, Kiln and Trafalgar Studios. She has years of experience commissioning and 
developing new plays. 
 
Alex Cannon is a playwright and screenplay writer with lived experience of the Criminal 
Justice System who has had plays performed at Soho Theatre. 

 

Radio Play and Screenplay 

Lea Sellers writes feature film scripts and plays. She is also a trainer in confident 
communication and media skills. A former television producer, she worked on programmes 
such as Newsnight, Question Time and Channel 4 News.   

 

Song Lyrics 

Femi Oriogun-Williams is a writer, musician and radio producer. His work has been 

broadcast on Radio 3 and Radio 4 and he has made podcasts and sound installations for 

various institutions such as Somerset House, Serpentine Gallery, Bergen Kunsthall and 



Rough Guides. He has recently been awarded Arts Council England funding; created a 

collection of audio testimonies about growing up as a BIPOC in the countryside; co-written 

a piece of original gig theatre at the Vaults festival. 

 

Spoken Word 

‘Uncle Errol’ McGlashan, from Brixton is an award-winning Spoken Word Artist known for 
his rhythmic Performance Poetry. He is a sought-after events host and workshop facilitator 
and the creator of Word on The Kerb, a mobile Open Mic platform. Errol has acted on stage 
and screen and recently performed his self-penned one-man show, "Something to Take Off 
the Edge" at venues including the Royal Shakespeare Company, Young Vic, Theatre Deli and 
the Camden Fringe Festival. He's exploring opportunities to take his show on a Hostel tour 
and is seeking ways to make this idea a reality. 

 

Performance 

James Jordan Johnson is of Afro-Caribbean heritage from London working within 
performance, sculpture and research. His practice attempts to counter the Western logics 
of how we experience time and the assumptive belief of ‘immaterial events’ as fabulation, 
and is grounded in cartography, questions of material life-cycles and value systems, soil 
vernaculars, route drawing, walking, slowness and mundanity. 

 

Radio and Podcast Production 

Kate Holland is a multi-award-winning producer and exec producer, with a decade of 
experience across a wide range of audio genres. She has developed and produced narrative 
investigations, comedy and entertainment formats, and documentaries. And created 
podcasts and radio programmes for the BBC, Spotify, Audible, The Economist and many 
more.  

 

Music Composition 

Sam Swallow is a composer, orchestrator, producer and multi-instrumentalist. He was 
previously a member of UK number 1 band The Hoosiers, boasting 2 top ten hits (Worried 
About Ray and Goodbye Mr. A) and now primarily orchestrates and arranges pop music, 
working with a plethora of different artists such as The 1975, Lewis Capaldi, Katie Melua, 
Simple Minds and The Wombats, and orchestras such as The BBC Philharmonic, The BBC 
Concert Orchestra, The Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Manchester Camerata and Aurora 
Orchestra. 

 

Choral Music 

MJ Paranzino is the director of four community choirs – Brighton City Singers, South London 
Choir, West London Choir, and Hastings Town Singers. She is also an entertainer, composer 
and arranger who runs vocal workshops for groups and corporations. She is passionate about 
singing and how it is a force for all that is positive in life. MJ’s Choirs are non-auditioning 
choirs, with over 200 members. The choirs sing all styles of music. She music directs Liberty 
Choir, creates the music programme, and is responsible for auditioning and training new 
musical directors and accompanists as we extend into an increasing number of prisons. 

 



Singer-Songwriter – Original 

Ivor Novello Nominee Ashaine White’s moody, spellbinding approach to jazz harmony and 
melodies, wrapped with a brash garage-band sensibility and storytelling at the focus of her 
songwriting form a unique and exciting soundscape.  

 

Cover Version 

Alex Green is the Creative Engagement and Fundraising Manager at Serious, overseeing the 
community and outreach programmes, running participatory and professional development 
projects and fundraising through trusts, statutory organisations and major donors. Prior to 
joining Serious, he worked at the Roundhouse, the venue and arts charity in Camden, having 
previously worked in music journalism and youth social action.  
 
Grace Pitkin is the Programming and Talent Development Manager at Serious. She has been 
working at Serious for 5 years as a freelancer and now full time as one of the core members 
of the programming team. Her work focusses on programming Serious’ Festivals and curated 
events with an emphasis on emerging artists as well as running Take Five, Serious’ talent 
development and residency programme for jazz musicians. Her career in music started from 
putting on DIY Jazz gigs in Leeds where she founded an events platform called Madame Jazz 
to showcase female led jazz artists. She’s also worked at the British Council in the music 
team, WOMAD festival, and Leaf Record label in Yorkshire. 

 

Instrumental 

Alex Roberts plays clarinets and various other instruments. He has been a member of 
acclaimed contemporary music group Explore Ensemble since 2014 and has played with the 
Philharmonia, London Symphony Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra and the Welsh 
National Opera. Passionate about social justice, Alex runs and oversees programmes for 
Liberty Choir, a charity which creates choirs in prisons with the people inside them and 
volunteers from local communities. 

 

Hip Hop, Rap and Grime 

Ted Draws is a DJ and illustrator based in Hackney. His show on NTS Radio has gained a cult 
following amongst fans of underground Hip-Hop, with diverse themes, spanning different 
eras and regions, with a focus on lesser known tunes. His artwork is most prominently 
embodied in his iconic T-shirts - featuring portraits of artists that resonate with him (Prince, 
Sade, Outkast, Steve Buscemi and Larry David to name but a few) that exemplify his bold, 
vibrant aesthetic. Previous artistic collaborations include Virgin Records, Jessie Ware, 
Palace, Dizziak, Afro Nation, DJ Semtex, I.D. and VICE. 
 
Passionate about hip-hop and songwriting, Benjamin Yacoub has been a dedicated judge 
for Koestler Arts, evaluating entries with a deep appreciation for their emotional and lyrical 
content considering the circumstances in depth. Benjamin’s relative and personal 
experience in creating powerful song lyrics, brings a unique commitment to supporting the 
artistic expression of others. 

 

Computer Generated Music 

Hot Chip was formed in 2000 by old school friends Alexis Taylor and Joe Goddard, later 
joined by Felix Martin, Al Doyle and Owen Clarke. Their second album ‘The Warning’ was 



nominated for both a Grammy and the Mercury Prize in 2006. The follow-up, 2008’s ‘Made 
in the Dark’ made the UK Top 5 and produced a Top 10 single in ‘Ready for the Floor’. The 
band have gone on to release a further five albums as well as develop a reputation as skilled 
DJs and remixers. 
 
DJ and music producer, Richard Sen was the first person in the UK to get sent to prison for 
graffiti. He has produced music for artists including Bryan Ferry, John Grant and LCD 
Soundsystem. His music was featured in Grand Theft Auto 4 and on HBO’s Eastbound and Down. 
His Dream the Dream compilation was voted Best British Compilation of 2023 by DJ Magazine. 
Sen has a weekly radio show on Do!! You!!! Radio and DJs all over the world. His debut solo album 
is due for release in 2024. 

 

Film 

Leah Rustomjee is a Film Director and Producer with a diverse practice spanning 
documentary, commercial, and fiction. She has worked with a range of organizations 
including the United Nations, National Portrait Gallery, Mulberry and Vogue magazine and 
her films have screened at the BFI, Barbican, ICA and international film festivals. Her films 
aim to reflect the multiplicity of the human experience, bridging cultural and generational 
divides in the hope of inspiring curiosity and empathy. She currently works as a Video 
Producer at Amnesty International UK. 

 

Animation 

John Eaton is an animation director and illustrator. Several of his films have been used as 
music videos for artists including The Coral and Bill Ryder Jones. His films have been in over 
30 film festivals. His graduation film is currently screening in short film festivals around the 
world. 

 

Painting 

Jenny Eclair was the first woman to win the Perrier Award – the UK’s top comedy award – 
in 1995. She starred on BBC1’s Grumpy Old Women. Jenny co-hosts the podcast Older and 
Wider. She is also the writer of BBC Radio Four’s Little Lifetimes monologues. Jenny was a 
contestant on Taskmaster (Channel 4) and hosts the spin off podcast Taskmaster: The 
People’s Podcast. She is the author of seven novels, a collection of short stories and non-
fiction books. Her autobiography titled Jokes, Jokes, Jokes will be published in October 
2024.   
 
Charlotte Cullinan and Jeanine Richards have worked as an artists’ duo since 1997, 
working primarily within the area of painting, painting’s relationship to the structure of 
the exhibition and painting as gesture. They are interested in the use of the exhibition as 
material context within which objects are choreographed to give a sense of instability or 
slippage of material and meaning, and an exploration of painting through abstraction and 
figuration. Richards’ solo show Retrospective will be at Alma Pearl Gallery in October 
2024.  

 

Watercolour and Gouache 

Paige Diedrick-Edwards is a London based painter who works in watercolour and oil paint 
to explore themes of interpersonal conflict, mental illness, and nostalgia. Motifs repeat 
throughout Paige’s body of work spanning medium and scale, informed by personal 



experience with compulsion and an aim to analyse unresolved existential questions. Paige 
was selected to be a 2024 Koestler Awards Young Judge, a pilot scheme aimed at artists 
aged 20-25.   
 
Carol Wates is a British artist who creates iPad pictures using the Brushes App. Carol 
trained at the University of Chelsea, and subsequently worked as a Visualiser in a London 
Advertising Agency. She has successfully exhibited some pictures in Germany, and recently 
3 of her pictures were published in a global Contemporary Art Magazine. 

 

Drawing 

LJ Flanders is the author of the prison fitness book Cell Workout.  Using pencil and 
paper, LJ began writing and sketching the blueprint for the book from his prison cell. 
He later founded Cell Workout Enterprise CIC.   LJ has championed bringing health and 
wellbeing to disadvantaged groups. With workshops and motivational 
speaking, LJ promotes personal development for positive change, rehabilitation and how 
to prepare for employment. His passions include art and music. 
 
Terence Lambert is an artist that draws, paints and creates digital artwork that focuses 
on people and how we relate to one another. Beauty, melancholy and isolation run 
throughout his work. The act of mark making is key for him and he values the therapeutic 
benefits of daily sketching. Terence gets a lot of his inspiration from everyday life and 
how we navigate it. 
 
Nami Ralph is a Children’s Book Illustrator. Nami uses gouache, pencils and pastels to 
create her illustrations and has worked on projects for Anorak Magazine, Farnham Maltings 
and the National Trust. Nami previously worked for Koestler Arts as Exhibitions & Events 
Producer where she co-ordinated Koestler exhibitions at the Supreme Court, Tramway, 
Midlands Art Centre and Firstsite.  

 

Pastel 

Emmanuel Awuni’s practice encompasses a constellation of painting, sculpture and 

performance through which he re-imagines the structures that underlie our senses of 

hierarchy. Rhythm and poetry has become an analytical vehicle for the deconstruction and 

reconfiguration processes that constitute a textured visual language. Often informed by 

oral traditions from Africa, he’s interested in the unique connections between diasporic 

sounds such as Hip Hop, Jazz, reggae, afro beats etc. 

 

Portrait 

Wilfrid Wood is an artist living and working in Hackney. He depicts made up people, 
friends and strangers, mainly volunteers from Instagram. The most important thing is that 
he gets as much character into the portrait as possible. 

 

Mixed Media 

Alice O’Reilly has worked with artists and arts organisations for the past 20 years and the 
last 13 of them with Antony Gormley – who curated the 2017 Koestler Awards exhibition 
‘Inside’. She is currently Director of The Foundation Foundation, an artist-led charity that 
offers residencies and grants to emerging artists.  



Sculpture 

Kim Coleman is a British artist who works across photography, intelligent lighting, 
expanded moving image, and installation. Her works have been staged at Tate Britain, the 
ICA, Jerwood Visual Arts, the Athens Biennale, Serpentine Screen, Palais de Tokyo, 
Edinburgh Art Festival, Glasgow International, and Frieze Projects. Kim has taught at 
various art institutions including The University of Chicago, Glasgow School of Art, and 
UAL. Kim is currently co-lead artist for Richmond and Twickenham Council's Darkness in 
Urban Space commission.  
 
Ella Woodcock is a fine artist who finds inspiration in the interplay between memory, 
materiality, and personal history. Her practice revolves around making second-hand 
materials, embedded with their own histories, into works which become vessels of 
memory. Ella employs a DIY ethos, often teaching herself techniques such as weaving and 
printmaking. Ella was selected to be a 2024 Koestler Awards Young Judge, a pilot scheme 
aimed at artists aged 20-25.   

 

Digital Art 

Michael Takeo Magruder (b.1974, US/UK, www.takeo.org) is a visual artist and researcher 
whose work uses Information Age technologies and systems to examine our networked, 
media-rich world. Michael’s art has been shown in over 300 exhibitions in 35 countries, and 
has received extensive support within the UK, US, and EU. He is represented by Gazelli Art 
House in Mayfair, London. 

 

Graphic Novel 

Anthony Aina, born and raised in Southwark, is a co-founder of Penificent. Having been in 
custody himself, he understands the power of redemption and bettering oneself. Penificent 
uses creative sci-fi comics to address social issues he has experienced firsthand and runs 
workshops to engage and educate young people on these critical topics. 

 

Mural and Wall Hanging 

Elizabeth Ferguson is the Visual Arts Producer for Transport for London’s arts programme, 
Art on the Underground.  Originally trained in architecture, she works with artists and 
designers to improve the built environment around us.   

 

Printmaking 

Susan Aldworth is a visual artist based in London. She has a background in philosophy, and 
a strong interest in investigating the workings of the human mind. Her experimental work 
in print, time-based media and installation includes the etchings Transience and Modern 
Alchemy. Aldworth has exhibited widely and her work is held in collections including the 
V&A, British Museum, Fitzwilliam Museum and Wellcome Collection. She is an associate 
lecturer at Central Saint Martin’s, London and a presenter on BBC Radio. Website: 
susanaldworth.com 
 
Gill Saunders was Senior Curator of Prints at the Victoria and Albert Museum until her 
retirement in 2022. She was then appointed as an Honorary Senior Research Fellow, and 
has curated an exhibition of Lucian Freud’s etchings which is currently on show at the 

http://www.takeo.org/
http://susanaldworth.com/


V&A. She has written extensively about 20th century and contemporary prints and is now 
working on a history of screenprints to be published in 2025.  

 

Photography 

Andy Aitchison has been photographing in the UK prison sector since 2004, he has 
photographed in 40 British prisons in the last 20 years and has worked with most of the 
UK’s leading criminal justice organisations. His work had been exhibited in London and 
Birmingham galleries. He is a regular contributor to Inside Time Newspaper and the 
Guardian Newspaper.  
 
Thomas Holloway is a photographer from London studying photography in Manchester. He 
has been fascinated with photography since he was young. has had work featured in 
exhibitions at the Holy Art Gallery, Lancaster Litfest, and Dark Peak Photo Festival and has 
curated an exhibition in Manchester. Thomas was selected to be a 2024 Koestler Awards 
Young Judge, a pilot scheme aimed at artists aged 20-25.   

 
Robert Taylor has published and exhibited widely over the last 35 years with work held in 
the V&A and National Portrait Gallery. Robert’s early work included many contributions to 
LGBTQ+ human rights and HIV prevention projects. His current practice divides between 
collections of portraits of women at Oxford University and projects centred around 
identity and desire. 

 

Ceramics 

Erika Flowers is a freelance artist with lived experience of prison and an educator 
delivering workshops within prisons and providing illustrative work for the Criminal Justice 
Sector and the community. She drew a postcard each day in prison to record her 
experiences. ‘Postcards from Prison’ is a physical and emotional account of her journey 
through her sentence.  
 
Richard Miller studied ceramics at the Surrey Institute of Art and Design. He ran Froyle 
Tiles, a handmade tile company that has carried out commissions for a variety of 
architects and designers. Richard is a judge on the BBC 2 programme ‘The great Pottery 
Throwdown’.   
 
Schneider’s punk-baroque ceramic sculptures explore the boundaries of functionality and 
aesthetic standards. Schneider is interested in the tension between rebellion and 
tradition. Daring to cry out for personal expression – and subsequent punishment – has 
shaped her personality and artwork. 

 

Textile Art 

Lorna Hamilton-Brown subverts people’s associations and preconceptions of knitting to 
engage audiences with challenging issues to progress social justice.  She recently curated 
the BLACK JOY! Up Close and Personal exhibition at Hasting Museum and Art Gallery—which 
showcases over 40 Black artist from the South East of England. 

 

Handmade Book 

Mike Abrahams is an artist who makes text based work that explores and utilises the 
banal and everyday through painting and film. His daily four-letter word paintings and 



supporting writings are posted on Instagram and his ‘artists books’ can be found in the 
V&A, Tate and collections around the world. 
 
Deb Rindl is a graduate of Camberwell College of Arts where she studied Graphics & 
Illustration as a mature student. She creates artist’s books in small editions, mostly 
printed and made by hand, notable for their “sculptural” quality. 

 

Calligraphy 

Ewan Clayton has practised calligraphy for over 30 years and is a Professor in Design at the 
University of Sunderland. He is also a core member of staff at The Royal Drawing School. 
 
Jila Peacock is Iranian born (1948) and studied and practiced medicine before going to Saint 
Martin School of Art in 1980-1984. With an award from the Arts and Humanities Research 
Board, she made a hand printed edition of a book of calligraphic images from the poems 
Hafez of Shiraz, which was exhibited at The Fitzwilliam Museum Cambridge and the British 
Museum in 2005-2006. In 2008, the short animation film Tongue of the Hidden, made from 
the calligraphy of two of her shape poems, with music composed by Master of the Setar, 
Anoosh Jahanshahi, won the Tehran short film festival and was also short-listed for a 
Scottish BAFTA in 2008.  
 
Edward Wates trained as a book designer and worked in publishing for 40 years. He is a 
member of Letter Exchange, Chair of the Irene Wellington Educational Trust and the Crafts 
Study Centre. His calligraphy has been widely exhibited and is held in a number of 
international collections. 

 

Handmade Greetings Card 

Ellen Kirkhope is an experienced Creative Director with over 20 years of experience gained 
from a number of high profile companies such as Disney, WGSN, Paperchase and Hasbro. 
Her expertise lies in cross category product design including gifting, stationery and fashion. 

 

Graphic Design 

Emily Wood is Course Leader for BA Graphic Design at Camberwell College of Arts; Ruth 
Sykes is a College Admissions Tutor at Central Saint Martins. After graduating from the same 
graphic design degree course, they worked for various design agencies in London, before co-
founding REG Design: a design practice interested in how graphic design can help improve 
people’s lives, working with clients in the education and cultural sectors. 
 

Matchstick Model 

For several years Andrew Wright was Quality Assurance Manager at Republic Technologies 
(UK) Ltd. Having worked with a company that manufactured, and now sells, matches for 
over 30 years Andrew is very well qualified to judge the matchstick modelling categories. 
Andrew has judged the awards for a number of years and never ceases to be amazed at the 
time, effort and enthusiasm that is put into the entries. 

 

 

 



Craft 

Coco Sato is an award-winning contemporary artist. Sato’s practice, which encompasses 
sculpture, performance, psychology and geometry is engaged with shifting perspectives 
through explorations in origami. Raised in Tokyo, and graduating with a Bachelor of Fine Art 
from Central Saint Martins, her work fosters a dialogue between cultures. Combining 
traditional Japanese aesthetics with contemporary leanings, Sato's paper sculptures and 
installations invite us outside of our everyday experience to re-encounter our relationships 
to the world we inhabit. 

 

Woodcraft 

Geoff Nunn left school at the age of 15 and trained in joinery and carpentry, which led to 
a varied career including manufacturing, management and teaching. He also taught at 
Highdown prison. 

 

Furniture 

Mark Whaley was the driving force behind establishing Making it Out, with the aim of 
providing opportunities for individuals at the margins of society to develop confidence 
through collaborative making projects. MIO have collectively created public art, furniture 
and renovated a historic barn. The charity encourages participants to learn new skills and 
increase independence and self-sufficiency, including through finding work, starting a 
business, maintaining stable mental health, and getting involved in pro-social activities. 
 
Andy Denney followed in his carpenter father’s footsteps, and worked 'in the trade' in 
creative disciplines including furniture, refurbishments and bespoke kitchens and 
bathrooms. A happy family life broke down after the Covid-19 pandemic causing the business 
to crash, with difficulties ending in a prison sentence. Moving back to Brighton he became 
homeless for several years and suffered deep depression. He was eventually housed and 
began to rebuild his life. Andy started attending Making It Out in 2023, reigniting his passion 
for working with timber and carving. He volunteers with MIO, teaching craft skills and 
assisting with the commissions that come into the workshop. 

 

Needlecraft 

Marcia Bennett Male works in textiles juxtaposing chintz curtains and tablecloths that 
represent where she was born, with Dutch/African wax print fabrics functioning as a 
shorthand for her Afro-Caribbean background. These works can appear simplistic in 
execution and playful in intent but focus on complex subjects such as the depiction of black 
women in history and myth, and her mental health. She has a solo exhibition this October 
at Brixton Tate Library for Black History Month.  
 
Rose Sinclair MBE is a Lecturer (Textiles) in Design Education at Goldsmiths, University of 
London and the author of several books. Rose’s works utilises public engagement and 
participatory immersive workshops in spaces such as the V&A London, The Garden Museum 
and the British Library. Her work on Dorcas Clubs has featured on national TV. She co-
curated the first retrospective of Caribbean textile designer Althea McNish in 2022 at the 
William Morris Gallery.  Her latest co-curated work with Craftspace, ‘Dorcas Stories from 
the Front Room, Textiles Narratives, Now and Then’ (23rd Sept – 29th Oct 2024) discussed 
the legacy of the Windrush generation through craft. Rose was awarded an MBE in 2024 for 
Services to the Arts.   



 

Fashion 

Juliet Ash has written on and lectured full time in Fashion and Dress History and Theory at 
many Art and Design colleges. She was a Senior Tutor in the History and Theory of Dress at 
the Royal College of Art, London. 

 

Hairstyling 

As founder of the first Carbon Neutral beauty company, Louise Galvin Bracken has a long-
held passion for the environment and well-being. At the core of this is the belief that the 
Arts are essential to enrich the lives of people. Louise is on the Board of GOSH Tick Tock. 
As part of the board, Louise successfully raised £2m towards the installation a new iMRI 
Scanner and suite at Great Ormond Street Hospital for children in 2017/2018. Louise is 
Chairman of GOSH Night at The Museum Event and a committee member at Save the 
Children. 
 

Beauty 

Carole Warburton is a freelance nail technician with extensive experience working in top 
London salons. In the 90s, she worked for Nicky Clarke in Mayfair, Daniel Galvin in 
Marylebone, and most recently Paul Edmonds in Battersea. She frequently works at London 
Fashion Week and fashion shows overseas, representing top nail brands such as Essie and 
O.P.I., and for renowned designers including Mulberry and Jimmy Choo. 

 


